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DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER

ROBERT J. CONTEE III
On December 22, 2020, Mayor Muriel Bowser announced that she 
selected Robert J. Contee III, to serve as Chief of the Metropolitan 
Police Department. He was sworn in on January 2, 2021.

Acting Chief Contee joined the Metropolitan Police Department 
as a police cadet in November 1989. He became a sworn member of 
the Department three years later and quickly rose through the ranks, 
serving in a variety of assignments. He started as a patrol officer in the 
Third District, sergeant in the Second District, and the Metropolitan 
Police Academy. As a lieutenant, he served as a Patrol Services Area 
leader in the Second District, Regional Operations Command-East, 
and led the Intelligence Branch. In January 2004, Acting Chief Contee 
was promoted to captain responsible for leading the Violent Crimes 
Branch, including the Homicide Branch and the Sexual Assault Unit.

Contee was promoted to Second District commander in August 2004 and was transferred to the Special Operations 
Division (SOD) in April 2006, where he was responsible for overseeing tactical patrol, special events and traffic 
safety functions. Following his post at SOD, Acting Chief Contee became commander of the Sixth District in 2007, 
before taking command of the Recruiting Division in October 2014. He was named commander of the First District 
in January 2016, and was appointed Assistant Chief of MPD’s Professional Development Bureau in the summer 2016 
where he oversaw the Human Resources Management Division, Disciplinary Review Division, the Metropolitan 
Police Academy, and Recruiting Division. In April 2017, Acting Chief Contee was named Patrol Chief of Patrol 
Services South (PSS), which included his oversight of the First, Sixth, and Seventh Police Districts. He was named 
Assistant Chief of the Investigative Services Bureau (ISB) in March 2018. The ISB works with the community to 
solve crimes, bring offenders to justice, support the recovery of victims, and protect witnesses. It includes several 
divisions that are integral to supporting community safety. These divisions are the Criminal Investigations Division 
(CID), which includes the Homicide Branch and Sex Assault Unit; the Narcotics and Special Investigations Division 
(NSID), which provides proactive criminal enforcement services so that citizens can live in neighborhoods free 
from drug dealing, drug-related crime, and prostitution; the Crime Scene Investigations Division; Youth and Family 
Services Division; and the School Safety Division

Acting Chief Contee grew up in the Carver Terrace community in Northeast DC, and is a DC Public    Schools 
graduate. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Professional Studies with a concentration in Police Science from the 
George Washington University’s College of Professional Studies. He has also completed the Management College at 
the Institute for Law Enforcement Administration and the Senior Management Institute for Police (SMIP) of the 
Police Executive Research Forum in Boston, Massachusetts.
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STUDENT SPEAKER

ALFREDO GONZALEZ ALFONZO,

POLITICAL MANAGEMENT
Alfredo Gonzalez is an international student from Caracas, Venezuela. 
He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Mass Communications (cum laude) 
from the Universidad Catolica Andres Bello and is a candidate for an 
M.P.S. in Political Management from the Graduate School of Political 
Management (GSPM). He served as President of the GSPM Student 
Association for the 2020-21 academic year, and currently works as a 
Research Assistant for GSPM’s Latin America program.
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AWARDS

DR. RICHARD F. SOUTHBY POLICE SCIENCE PRIZE

Recipient: Alicia Viviana Ramirez, Police and Security Studies

Dr. Richard F. Southby was a faculty member at the George Washington University from 1979 to 2006, having 
served as department chair, associate dean, interim dean of the former School of Public Health and Health 
Services, distinguished professor of global health, and executive dean in the Office of the Provost and Vice 
President for Health Affairs. He was granted emeritus status by the Board of Trustees in 2006. Dr. Southby was 
the founding director of the Police Science Program in the College of Professional Studies.

The Dr. Richard F. Southby Police Science Prize is presented to an exceptional graduating student from the 
Bachelor of Professional Studies in Police and Security Studies program.The prize was established by Dr. 
Southby’s wife, Dr. Janet R. Southby, Colonel, U.S. Army, Ret.

FOUNDING DEAN ARTERTON AWARD

Recipient: Preya D. Samsundar, Strategic Public Relations

The Founding Dean Arterton Award is given to the graduating student who epitomizes professional distinction 
and ethical conduct in political management. F. Christopher Arterton, who served as dean of the Graduate School 
of Political Management from its founding in 1987 to 2010, established this award to celebrate the core ideals 
valued by a school of professional politics.

Before joining the GSPM, Professor Arterton taught political science at Yale, MIT, and Wellesley, achieving 
national recognition as a scholar of American politics and as a professional pollster. As the founding dean of the 
GSPM, Arterton advanced his vision that, beyond teaching abstract theory, institutions of higher education 
have an affirmative obligation to prepare their students for practical participation in democratic governance and 
electoral politics. In the process, Dean Arterton created the new academic discipline of political management. 
Having led the merger of the school into the George Washington University, Arterton subsequently expanded the 
school’s curriculum of political management to include programs in legislative affairs, strategic public relations, 
and the politics of governance. During the 23 years of Dean Arterton’s leadership, the GSPM emerged as the 
foremost academic institution of applied democratic politics in the world.

MARK AND DEBBIE KENNEDY FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM AWARD

Recipient: Karan Vijay Sinha, Political Management

During his time leading the Graduate School of Political Management (GSPM) from 2013 to 2016, the Honorable 
Mark Kennedy encouraged students to devote themselves to expanding the reach of freedom around the globe 
with the goal of making democracy work more effectively. The Mark and Debbie Kennedy Frontiers of Freedom 
Award recognizes the GSPM graduating student who best exhibits actions or preparations to promote or protect 
the expansion of political and economic freedom beyond the borders of the United States.
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UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS

Undergraduate Recipient: Imani K. Poindexter, Information Technology
Graduate Recipient: Jeremy M. Ottley, Publishing

The College of Professional Studies Distinguished Scholar Awards recognize the undergraduate and graduate 
students who best demonstrate the college’s core competencies of strategic thinking, communication, 
collaboration, leadership, and ethics.

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES FACULTY EXCELLENCE AWARD

Recipient: Eliza Voigt, Sustainable Urban Planning

This honor is awarded to the part-time faculty member in the College of Professional Studies who has provided 
extraordinary service to the students and the college. The award recognizes both enlightened teaching and 
meritorious efforts to advance the college and its programs.

AWARDS
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GRADUATES

The university confers degrees three times per year but only has one commencement ceremony. The following 
students are candidates for degrees in course by completing degree requirements in August 2020, January 2021, 
or May 2021. Those who will complete degree requirements and have their degree conferred in the 2021 summer 
semester are marked by an asterisk. 

BACHELOR’S DEGREE  |  CYBERSECURITY

Mona Al Amouri

Ruta Aleksiukaite

Majid Ali

Nirmal Amatya

Ehson Amsa

Bareera Asghar

Kmaljeet Kaur Athwal

William C. Badey

Amir Bahar

Anwar A. Bajwa

Jason T. Boland

Alexander Boyarskiy

Kevin E. Cahill

Pablo C. Canseco

Brandon M. Christiansen

Jacob M. Covey

Samuel G. Daugherty

Linda M. Dowiat

Daniel L. Embry

Seth Adam Field

Robert C. Freeman

Rheana L. Gray

Babek Habibi Norouzlou

Khadija Haider*

James T. Haines

Mahmood Hamdam

Steven Thomas Hood

Mohammad H. Jamil

Muhammad Adil Ishtiaq 
Janjua

Sung H. Kang

Lalla Hasnaa Khalil El 
Ouadghiri

Asim Ijaz Khan

Suneha Kheeva

Nikolett A. Laszlo

Gemma Leib

Muhammad Rehan Malik

Jaime Enrique Matamoros 
Noboa

Nebiyou D. Melaku

Megan J. Mendoza

Carlo M. Mendoza Chiang

Mohommed Zameer 
Mohommed Nazeer

Syed Muhammad A. 
Muhaiuddin

Momand Najeebullah

Corey D. Nejati

Thai Ngo

Janis Lynn Nicholas

John K. Oduro

Tamour S. Paracha

Sachit Puri

Suliman Rahimi

Tanya A. Ranz

Christopher A. Rivera

Mark Steven Rusin

Myeda Saleem

Alyanna Sardillo

Joyce Marie Serrano Soto

Dylan Silva

Karan Singh

Randy A. Sorto Rios

Rania Soussi

Emely Toledo Cruz

Andy Jiang Turk

Shahab Vaziri

Kyle D. Wilson

Seyeni Woldetensae

Kara Elizabeth Zajac

BACHELOR’S DEGREE  |  INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY / INTEGRATED INFORMATION, SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Sumaya A. Abdirahman

Nebel Abdo

Edrees Akbaryar

Patrick O. Aviles

Dennis A. Ayala Perez

Furqan Bin Amjad

Steven Christopher 
Bishop

Larisa Bustiuc

Hicham Elfarssi

Filmon A. Embaye

Charles Eways

Brian J. Foor

Khaled Saber Haridi

Sharmarke Mohamud 
Hassan

Jutarmard Khunkawin

Yusufu Koroma

Ranjita Kumari

Manjusha S. Manalel

Cortney Merino

Danayet M. Negash

Hamdullah Noori

Imani K. Poindexter

Olivia Carol Ragland

Muhammad Sajidur 
Rahman

Christopher Allen 
Randolph

Kenneth James Robertson

Basem Salloum

Kyle Sandlin

Saidu Sankoh

Kazi Daulat Sarfaraz

Zaid Sharafudin

Shireen Hajar Sindi

Manvir Singh

Hugo Noel Somosa

Hiwot Mitike Tilahun

Rashmeet K. Tiwana

Thuy T. Truong

Christopher Villena

Adam Watkins
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BACHELOR‘S DEGREE  |  POLICE AND SECURITY STUDIES

David Patrick Bowers

Ryan Jeffrey Delma*

Demetrious Harris, Sr.*

Gavin Lee Hill*

Joye Luo Jalla

Rob Lee Nyvold II

Nicholas Page

Alicia Viviana Ramirez

Katharine C. Somerville*

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  CYBERSECURITY STRATEGY AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

Ambika Agnihotri

Alonzo Alexander

Christian James Anderson*

Bisar Barua

Alexandra Borosova

Christopher L. Bowman

Vivian Coyan*

David A. Croteau

Rucha Shreekant Dake

Ganesh Deivasikhamani

Jason T. Dodd

JoAnne Fischer

Amare Geremew

Christopher Glass

Young O. Hahm

Cecilia Cassandra Holmes-
Addison

Mohammed Abdelhakim 
Hussein

Katherine Robinson Hutton

Heba W. Isaac

Peter Jenni

Meron E. Kebede

Russell G. Kunze

Edward C. Lau

Cleandra Lesane

Peter Brendan Loughran

Majier Ayuen Majuch

Brandon McCollough

Lynn A. McKnight

Glen Mendoza*

Tatiana Messina Nga

Nutan A. Pandit

Mary Eileen Paradis

Richard J. Raymond

Theodore M. Ryan

Charles Stevenson

Shaniqua Shanea Taylor

Melanie D. Thomas

Blair Duncan Tighe, Jr.

Everett Ramont Vance

Tyeshia Watkins

Nathaniel L. Woodford

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  HOMELAND SECURITY / SECURITY AND SAFETY LEADERSHIP

Andrew Adams

David Marshall Anholzer

Bobby R. Baker, Jr.

Fred Antwi Boasiako

Laccia Agneese Bromell

Samantha Aeriel Smithson 
Burns

Dustin A. Chavez

Kevin Checkett

Angela M. Cirino

Oscar A. Coripuna

Nyrmari Naomi Cruz

Sean M. Danganan

Jorge Luis De La O 
Moreno

Jose M. Diaz

Sean Peter Dobson

Wayne Chester Drowns*

John G. Fletcher III

Christopher Grant 
Foegelle*

Jarrett Bryce Gorman

Brandon William Graham, 
Sr.

Karen N. Grubb

Kurtis Henigin

Toreno O. Herbert II

Gabrielle Horton-Choe

Otis Jackson III

Corey Robert Letts

Walter Mascorro

Dennis Michael Mayo

Kevin D. McNair, Jr.

Jean Baptiste Vinh Okey

Vangjel Pali

Lindsay Taylor Quill

Brian Mitchell Rauschuber*

Louis Gabriel Rivera

Adam Rawson Rose

Ariel E. Saltin

Jared Shoemaker

Zachary Michael Speck

Jonathan Sundiam

Suradee Thongkiattikul

Felix A. Venegas

Andrey Volfson

Mason C. Willett

Mostafa Yasa

MASTER‘S DEGREE  |  LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Hugh D. Atkinson

Waylon John Bailey

Michael B. Bardin

David Mark Barreras II

Jonathan Richard 
Broderick

Jeremy John Christopher

Seth Thomas Clickner

Julia Cohen

Ryan Patrick Denson

Michelle E. Dickson

Olivia Dugan

Ryan Durga

Thomas Samuel Erb*

Shea Joseph Fordham

Jose M. Garcia

GRADUATES
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GRADUATES

MASTER‘S DEGREE  |  LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS (CONTINUED)

Anderson James Good

Merrennaghe Charudh 
Imanga Gooneratna

Aaron Ray Hall

Charles Horatio Jackson 
IV

Paul Christopher Jenkins

Benjamin Michael Jones

Elmira Kaliyeva II

Corbin James Kenaley

Joshua Koncar

Yogin J. Kothari

Grant Armitage Kros

Allison Iesha Lee

Jaehyun Timothy Lee

David Michael Leeman

Yinpei Li

Kimberly Latrece Mallard-
Brown

Emily Marge

Tyrone Curtis Marshall, Jr.

Ryan Martin

Jaziah Masters

Katherine Elizabeth 
McCormack

John Meyer

Sara Rachel Miller

Jason Michael Morganti

Devon Lee Murphy

Justyn Paige Needel

Timothy J. Prezlock*

Ramon Alberto Ramirez-
Velazquez

Marc Douglas Reiter

Emilio A. Reyes IV

Christian R. Rubio

Alberto Sanchez

Katlyn Shagory

Christopher Sood

Christina Louise Ross 
Spruill

Laterrious Levan Starks

Alexander Stathos

Cassandra Michelle 
Steiner

Miranda Michelle 
Summers

Brett Tinder

Connor A. Torossian

Nicholas Urbonowicz

Stephen John Voline

Kathryn Grace Walker

Anthony Williams

Darbin M. Wofford*

Yuqing Zhu

MASTER‘S DEGREE  |  PARALEGAL STUDIES

Alondra Y. Amarillas

Duane Levance Barlow

Cassidy L. Bolen

Kristal Brown

Lea Valerie Burks

Majhanandy Judy 
Calderon

Teresa Lynn Campbell

Karen Carboo

Crystal Dawn DeVoss 
Mahany

Christen Nicole Dixon

Donna Marie Dowsett-
Coirolo

Kelsey Egge

Farah Magdy Elherazy

Jennifer Garcete

Jenna L. Gatyas*

Vanessa J. Hampton

Brianna Katherine Jeanty

Leora Jeaniel Johnson*

Laura A. Kehoe*

Rachael Kirschenmann

Alexis D. Kloiber*

Linda Lemos*

Glissandra Lourido

Keith Matthew McNally

Lakeshia Crystal Monroe

Kathleen A. Mulkerin*

Anne Campbell Nelson

Judith Patricia Nelson-
Williams

Troi M. Newman*

Jessica Jane Peter

Lawrence N. Quaye

John Paul Sealey

Carol A. Vavra

Andrae Williams*

LaShawn Williams

Irina Zakrevskaya

Emily Kay Zimmer

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  POLITICAL COMMUNICATION AND GOVERNANCE

Francisco Xavier Alcocer 
Sanchez

Ileana P. Baez-Bravo

Ronald Alfredo Bautista

*

*

Lilian Paola Casallas 
Zambrano

Carlos Humberto 
Castaños Valenzuela

Pedro Antonio Chuayffet

Janeth Chuinda

Maria Angelica De La 
Concepcion Diaz 
Araque

Maria Antonieta Egoavil 
Mayorca

Ingrid Karina Fernandez 
Tamez

Ezequiel Garcia Rubin

Abelardo Izaguirre

Hector Virgilio Esau 
Jaramillo Rojas

Luisa Fernanda Lopez 
Muñoz

Pablo Rafael Manjarrez Gil

Luis J. Marín Martínez

Camilo Alejandro 
Martinez Navarrete

Jaqueline Adriana Melgar 
Figueroa

Alvaro Enrique Merchan 
Ramírez

Francisco Enrique Moreno

Pia Daniela Mosquera

Francisco Arturo Nieto 
Mendez*

Carlos E. Ocariz Guerra

Maria Gabriela Ortiz 
Portilla

Waldemar Peralta Mendez

Adolfo Enrique Pineda 
Garcia
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MASTER’S DEGREE  |  POLITICAL COMMUNICATION AND GOVERNANCE (CONTINUED)

Guilherme Costa Queiroz

Aaron Josue Ramos 
Miranda

Hostos Jose Rizik Lugo

Gabino Robledo

Maria Sara Rocha Medina

Gisela Ilse Hanna Rubach 
Lueters

Daniela E. Tarbay Mamán

Maria Del Carmen Urias 
Palma

Tabata Vivanco

Juan Mateo Zúñiga

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  POLITICAL MANAGEMENT 

Roger Aidan Adams

Farah Al Naber

Ayah Mohammad A. 
Alamoudi

Ian Allen

Virgie Moryle Ammerman*

Molly Ridgeway Anderson

Kathleen Anderson

Renee E. Androckitis*

Diego Armando Area, Sr.

Dylan Cole Arnold

Lorraine McLoughlin Basch

Ian Jennings Baucke

Mohamed Khairul Azman 
Bin Abdul Azeez

Keshia Blandford

Lashonda Joy Bradford

Jacob Michael Bride

Cornelis Bruggen

Keara June Buck*

Matthew Kenneth Cameron

Seamus O’Farrell Stephen 
Campbell

Caleb Spencer Carter

Matthew Alfonso Cina

Patricia Maria Colon

John Peter D’Angelo IV

Amina Dibe

Janelle Leann Ferguson

Maggie L. Fitzgerald

Beth Anne Gilbert McBride*

Alexander Clayton Girard*

Zoe A. Gluck*

Alfredo Luis Gonzalez 
Alfonzo

Allison Goulden

Catherine E. Gunsalus*

Jordan Beth Hatch

Debora Hofer Ziccardi 
Navajas

Hanna Anis Houdali Arenas

Sarina Danielle Kaplan

Lynn Kasic

Tomas Kloosterman

Jason Robert Kofender

Hope Alexandria Lane

Dane G. Lasecki

Zachariah Aaron Levitan

Jaime Enrique Lusinchi 
Machado

Caelen Marinelli

Jeremy R. Marsh

Kristin Lee McGinty

Erin Rae McHale

Kristina Kay Mitchell

Sarah Nicole Mitchell

Berenice M. Murguia*

Jaron Isaac Noisy Hawk

Rachel Onianwah

Sarah D. Osuna

Georgia Marika 
Papadopoulos

Sarah Jane Phillips*

Donald R. Purdum, Jr.

Brandon Reagin

Quintin A. Reed

Andrew Renard

Jewl Reyes, Sr.*

Hannes Ralph Richter

Molly Elizabeth Ringel*

Nelson Shaquille 
Rodriguez-Garcia

Cristina Stefania Rodriguez-
Greenberg

Carl E. Rohde III

Hailey A. Rovner

Marc Sams

Mason S. Sell

Vlajko Senic

Dustin Shayne Shepler

Savannah Venable Sheridan

Kimberlee Jimale Short

Sutherland Shrader

Karan Vijay Sinha

Dustin Stewart

Clifton Niles Talvo

Alexandria Layne Tapia

Michael Joseph Traina

Noah D. Van Mierlo

Camille Crawford 
Vinogradov

Yasin Wade*

Michel’Le Wheatley

Kimberly Williams

Daniel Pablo Willis

Eric Samuel Wolfert

Winnie A. Wright

Daniel Costa Zotos

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  PUBLISHING

Matthew Ausloos

Mary Elizabeth Baker

Carmel Wendy Balan

Aliza Rose Becker

Gabriel William Benson

Gabrielle A. Bethancourt*

Sarah Boersig

Taryn Boss*

Emma Dianne Bowers

Michael James Brinsley

Kameron Bryant-Sergejev

Elizabeth Byrd Bullock

Mary Elizabeth Campbell

Chelsea Elizabeth Carney

Sacha Cassandra Chadwick

Susan Chavez

Charlene M. Chuquillanqui*

Tiffany Lashaun Clark

Matisen Douglas*

Jessica Lynn Griffin Farrow

Chloe Elisabeth Fells

Sarah Godlin*

Corinne A. Gosling*

Stephanie Green

GRADUATES
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GRADUATES

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  PUBLISHING (CONTINUED)

Christopher Jerome 
Harris

Emily N. Hatcher

Kerrie L. Howard

Lisa Kimura Hoxer

Ryan Dyce Hunter

Melody C. Johnson

Elizabeth Jones

Arielle L. Jones

Sheena Marie Kailian

Alyson Nicole Keenze

Taylor Maxine Clancy 
Kennedy

Chrysoula Kosti*

Samantha R. Kralstein

Lauren Marie Lavelle

Kyle E. Linkous

Kaitlyn Longstaff*

Stephanie R. Luna

Melissa Lutchkus

Leith Mahoney-Maver*

Sarah Maples

Sadie A. Markley*

Mari Sabelle Mason

Maria Grace McGreal

Megan E. McManus

Amy Megill

Jessi Renae Miller

Olivia Kay Mills*

Caitlin M. Monday

Melissa Partain Moore

Sara Noakes

Shannon Elizabeth 

O’Reilly

Jeremy M. Ottley*

Karl Overman

Erin Nichole Jones Price

Emily Schwoyer

Desirae Marie Sechrest

Ada Sherrill

Elisa S. Simmons*

Jorie E. Sims

Michelle May Newell 
Snowden

Kristina Marie Snyder

Kelly Alexis Sohner

Mark Stone

Dustin Sullivan

Danyu Tang

Ambriah Underwood*

Emily Michelle Van*

Dale K. Van Ollefen*

Jennifer Leigh Velten

Jenna Voris

Brian William Whitney

Ashley Nicole Ever 
Wilder*

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  STRATEGIC PUBLIC RELATIONS

Jannelle Penelope Allong-
Diakabana*

Jonathan D. Atkinson

Samanta C. Azpurua Vila

Shakirat Adepeju Bambe

Taylor Nicole Bologna

Victoria Bourne

Adriane Simone Brown

Max Chacon

Longyu Cheng

Paige Beatrice Comish

Natacha Dergham

Melissa Anne Fordyce

Tamara Gifford

Nichelle Griffiths 
Anderson

Madison Lynn Haughie

Kimberly J. Hellwig

Laura Christine Holloway

Joseph William Hontz

Richard Tyler Hook

Rinat Kemeshov

Abbey E. Leach

Kristen A. Lemel

Javier Lewis

Alexa M. Marquez

Devon John Mathis*

Tatiana Matta

Chyna Monet Melton

Jessica Muñoz

Hannah Lee Mushynski*

Natalie Klees Nehme

Julie S. Patrick*

Jessica Virginia Prakke*

Mina Radman

Dalia Ramahi

Sarah E. Rapier

Ashton Santo Rodriguez

Preya D. Samsundar

Dayesha Sims

Ekaterina Sobol

Robin L. Spicer Varnadore

Shelley Anne Spreier

Yibin Tang

Aaron Lee Thompson

Jessica L. Tounzen

Jennifer Chloe Usis*

Shai L. Vaz

Rachele S. Willis*

Kimberly Wimbish

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  SUSTAINABLE URBAN PLANNING

Claire Michele Bedat

Amanda Esposito

Nory Elisa Flores

Clinton Markwell

Laura Jean Supple

Cheryl Anne Woehr

The celebration program is meant to be a guide to the ceremony. Although every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy, the program is not 
an official record of an individual’s degree status. The Office of the Registrar of the university maintains the official list of all graduates.
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A LETTER TO OUR GRADUATES

From the Office of the Dean 

We offer a hearty congratulations to the graduates of 2020-2021. We recognize the challenges you faced balancing 
personal and professional responsibilities as you completed your rigorous academic program at the George 
Washington University. We share the pride you, your family, friends, and colleagues justly feel on this special 
occasion. Congratulations and welcome to the GW community of graduates. 

Melissa R. Feuer
Interim Dean

K. Cyrus Homayounpour
Associate Dean

Lara M. Brown 
Associate Professor and Director, GSPM
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The College of Professional Studies would like to acknowledge the service and dedication of the officers of 
its student associations:

Graduate School of Political Management Student Association

Alfredo Gonzalez Alfonzo, President 
Alaina Dahlquist, Vice President 

Sustainable Urban Planning Student Organization
Theodore Freudenberg, President 
Amanda Esposito, Vice President
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OUR COLLEGE

About the College of Professional Studies
The academic programs of the College of Professional Studies (CPS) are designed with the requirements of adult learners and 
working professionals in mind. CPS offers undergraduate and graduate programs that address the competency requirements 
of adults working in emerging and rapidly changing professions. The college’s innovative programs are typically co-developed 
through collaboration among university content specialists and outside partners: government agencies, professional 
associations, consulting organizations, and business and industry leaders.

About the Graduate School of Political Management
GW’s Graduate School of Political Management (GSPM) is the first and foremost school dedicated to the study of applied 
politics, offering graduate programs in political management, legislative affairs, strategic public relations, and global advocacy, 
as well as international programs in Latin America. The school seeks to educate students and professionals in the tools, 
principles, and values of participatory democracy, preparing them for careers as ethical and effective advocates and leaders 
at the international, national, and local levels. The GSPM has a global network of more than 3,000 alumni, who are leaders 
and change-makers in politics, government, communications, and public affairs. The school connects its students with this 
impressive network to help them advance and succeed in their careers.



ALMA MATER
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