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A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Liesl Riddle, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of 
Professional Studies

Congratulations, Class of 2023!

You are the catalyst for change. Whether you earned your 
Bachelor’s or your Master’s degree, we are proud of what you have 
achieved and excited to see where you go next.

Commencement is an important milestone in life, but students 
like you—the ones who will drive meaningful change and who will 
succeed—contribute to economic, political and social progress. 
We know that you will use your education and skills to craft a path 
forward not only for yourself and your family but also for your 
industry and community.

At the College of Professional Studies, our mission is to provide 
an agile, responsive and innovative educational experience for our 
students and empower our alumni with lifelong upskilling and 
reskilling opportunities. So you can count on us to be here for you 
whenever you need us as your career progresses. We hope you will 
keep in touch, and we look forward to hearing about all the ways 
our education has equipped you to succeed in your chosen field as 
it adapts and shifts. 

We also look forward to welcoming you back to our online and 
physical campus to engage with and mentor the next generation 
of our students. As you know, one of the special things about the 
learning experience in the College of Professional Studies is the 
access our students have to industry leaders like you. We will keep 
you informed about these opportunities through our social media 
accounts, email, and our alumni newsletter, so stay tuned!

Congratulations on your graduation, and best wishes for your 
every future success!

Warm Regards,

Liesl Riddle, Ph.D.
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ORDER OF EXERCISES

PROCESSION OF GRADUATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Led by Toni Marsh 
Associate Professor and Program Director, Paralegal Studies  

and College Marshal

ACADEMIC PROCESSION .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark S. Wrighton, President of the University 
Liesl Riddle, Dean and Faculty, Administration 

 and Distinguished Guests

WELCOME .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dean Liesl Riddle and President Mark S. Wrighton

REMARKS BY DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lourdes Tiglao, 
Executive Director, Center for Women Veterans 

Department of Veterans Affairs

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

Dr. Richard F. Southby Police Science Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presented by Jeff Delinski  
Program Director, Homeland Security B.P.S.  

and Dr. Richard F. Southby 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Global Health

Founding Dean Arterton Award. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presented by Luis Raul Matos 
Program Director, Political Communication 

and Strategic Governance

Mark and Debbie Kennedy Frontiers of Freedom Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presented by Todd Belt 
Program Director, Political Management

Undergraduate Distinguished Scholar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presented by Tierney Pitzer 
Program Director, Information Technology

Graduate Distinguished Scholar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presented by John Warren 
Program Director, Publishing

College of Professional Studies Faculty Excellence Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presented by John Warren 
Program Director, Publishing

Student Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kristian Maldonado 
Sustainable Urban Planning

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toni Marsh

CHARGE TO GRADUATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dean Liesl Riddle

ALMA MATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marissa A. Works 
Strategic Public Relations
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DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER

Lourdes Tiglao
Executive Director, Center 
for Women Veterans

Lourdes Tiglao

Lourdes Tiglao assumed the duties as Director of the Center for 
Women Veterans on July 12, 2021, at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). In this position, she serves as primary advisor to the 
Secretary on Department policies, programs, and legislation that 
affect women Veterans. In addition, she oversees the Center’s 
activities, which include monitoring and coordinating VA’s 
administration of health care, benefits, services, and programs for 
women Veterans; serving as an advocate for cultural transformation 
(both within VA and in the general public) in recognizing the service 
and contributions of women Veterans and service members; and 
raising awareness of the responsibility to treat women Veterans with 
dignity and respect.

Ms. Tiglao has a distinguished career as a leader and veteran advocate across various industries. Most 
recently, she was the Global Partnerships Manager at Airbnb’s Open Homes program, overseeing 
a globally distributed team and a portfolio of 70+ non-profit, private sector, and international aid 
agencies across six continents, focusing on strategy, standards and processes, and global partnerships, 
while also helping lead the Veterans Employee Resource Group (ERG)’s in engagement.

She served over 11 years in the U.S. Air Force where she was a member of the highly specialized 
Critical Care Air Transport Team (CCATT) providing intensive medical care to critically wounded/
ill service-members and the community. In her final assignment in Okinawa, she helped launch the 
very first Critical Care Medical Attendant Team (CCMAT) in the Pacific, which provided critical 
care medical evacuation services with an integrated team of Naval personnel as a joint force effort 
to serve the Pacific region. She transitioned into the humanitarian sector as part of Team Rubicon’s 
disaster response team, later becoming the Strategic Partnerships Officer for Team Rubicon Global.

Ms. Tiglao is a former member of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ MyVA Advisory Committee; 
a prior facilitator for UN OCHA’s PREP Course; a former board member of several veteran-focused 
organizations to improve service access for minority veterans and enhance their lives through the 
arts. Ms. Tiglao is also a Diversity in National Security Network and New America’s 2020 AAPI 
National Security & Foreign Policy Next Generation Leader, a Truman National Security Project 
Defense Council member, an AILA Leadership Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, and a board-certified respiratory care practitioner.
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STUDENT SPEAKER

Kristian Maldonado
Sustainable Urban Planning 
M.P.S.

Kristian Maldonado

Derived from a multicultural Latino and LGBT+ background, 
Kristian Maldonado aspires to contribute to the betterment 
of global society through his work in urban planning. After 
completing his B.A. in Geography with minors in Political 
Science and Business Administration from the University of 
Nevada-Reno, he will be completing his M.P.S. in Sustainable 
Urban Planning at The George Washington University this 
summer.

Born in South Lake Tahoe, CA and raised in Reno, NV, his 
work towards developing sustainable solutions in transportation 
planning and community engagement have elevated 
communities of color in Washington, D.C. While working 
passionately to understand the needs of residents, he ultimately 
aims to bring equitable change to those who need it most.

Currently, he serves as President of the Sustainable Urban 
Planning Student Organization (SUPSO) and works as the 
Senior Administrative Assistant for the Office of the Dean at 
GW’s College of Professional Studies.



6 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2023

AWARDS

DR. RICHARD F. SOUTHBY POLICE SCIENCE PRIZE

Recipient: Edward Olewinski, Homeland Security

Dr. Richard F. Southby was a faculty member at the George Washington University from 1979 to 
2006, having served as department chair, associate dean, interim dean of the former School of Public 
Health and Health Services, distinguished professor of global health, and executive dean in the 
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Health Affairs. He was granted emeritus status by the 
Board of Trustees in 2006. Dr. Southby was the founding director of the Police Science Program in 
the College of Professional Studies. 

The Dr. Richard F. Southby Police Science Prize is presented to an exceptional graduating student 
from the Bachelor of Professional Studies in Homeland Security/Police and Security Studies 
program. The prize was established by Dr. Southby’s wife, Dr. Janet R. Southby, Colonel, U.S. Army, 
Ret.

FOUNDING DEAN ARTERTON AWARD

Recipient: Jorge Alderete Rodriguez, Political Communication and Strategic Governance

The Founding Dean Arterton Award is given to the graduating student who epitomizes professional 
distinction and ethical conduct in political management. F. Christopher Arterton, who served as 
dean of the Graduate School of Political Management from its founding in 1987 to 2010, established 
this award to celebrate the core ideals valued by a school of professional politics. 

Before joining the GSPM, Professor Arterton taught political science at Yale, MIT, and Wellesley, 
achieving national recognition as a scholar of American politics and as a professional pollster. As the 
founding dean of the GSPM, Arterton advanced his vision that, beyond teaching abstract theory, 
institutions of higher education have an affirmative obligation to prepare their students for practical 
participation in democratic governance and electoral politics. In the process, Dean Arterton created 
the new academic discipline of political management. Having led the merger of the school into the 
George Washington University, Arterton subsequently expanded the school’s curriculum of political 
management to include programs in legislative affairs, strategic public relations, and the politics of 
governance. During the 23 years of Dean Arterton’s leadership, the GSPM emerged as the foremost 
academic institution of applied democratic politics in the world. 

MARK AND DEBBIE KENNEDY FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM AWARD

Recipient: Victor Ramos de Carvalho, Political Management

During his time leading the Graduate School of Political Management (GSPM) from 2013 to 2016, 
the Honorable Mark Kennedy encouraged students to devote themselves to expanding the reach 
of freedom around the globe with the goal of making democracy work more effectively. The Mark 
and Debbie Kennedy Frontiers of Freedom Award recognizes the GSPM graduating student who 
best exhibits actions or preparations to promote or protect the expansion of political and economic 
freedom beyond the borders of the United States.
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UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS

Undergraduate Recipient: Mei Li Chen, Information Technology
Graduate Recipient: Isabella Greene, Publishing

The College of Professional Studies Distinguished Scholar Awards recognize the undergraduate 
and graduate students who best demonstrate the college’s core competencies of strategic 
thinking, communication, collaboration, leadership, and ethics. 

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES FACULTY EXCELLENCE AWARD

Recipient: Dean Smith, Publishing

This honor is awarded to the part-time faculty member in the College of Professional Studies 
who has provided extraordinary service to the students and the college. The award recognizes 
both enlightened teaching and meritorious efforts to advance the college and its programs.



8 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2023

The university confers degrees three times per year but only has one commencement ceremony.  
The following students are candidates for degrees in course by completing degree requirements in August 2022, 
January 2023, or May 2023. Those who will complete degree requirements and have their degree conferred in 
the 2023 summer semester are marked by an asterisk.*

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

CYBERSECURITY

Victoria Adeniji*

Arienbelle B. Aguila

Malik T. Allen

Ibraheem Alsaadi

Ismaeel Alsaadi

Gabreal Amare

Rouhullah Taban Aminzadah

Nestor Arias-Rodriguez

Gurveer S. Athwal

Talut A. Bajwa

Achraf Belhadj

Gertrude Bossmart

Jose D. Caceres

Emanuel Dos Santos

Saina Esmaili

Giovanna Ferreira Rojas

Christian Tyler Y. Gines

Michael Girndt

Fernando A. Gonzalez Ayala

Marvin E. Gutierrez

Farid Habibzada

Workina Kumsa Huluka

Netzanet Tekie Tesfai Kahsai*

Katherine E. Nation

Danniel Nelson

Mitchell L. Polser

Ashiq Hussain Rezaie

Sajid Said

Monir A. Salar

Sayed H. Sayed Eltayeb

Roman K. Sium

Michael Cole Smith

Luis E. Sosa Lopez

Guruveswar Rao Sreepangi

Moeez A. Tahseen

Ousama Toukabri

Riley N. Upole

Madina Yusufzai, II*

HOMELAND SECURITY / POLICE AND SECURITY STUDIES

Tiffany Borggren

Bryan E. Carley

Karlton Genwright*

Kozma Gjini

Edward W. Olewinski

Trinity A. Thorpe

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Muntaha Asghar

Josue L. Baquerizo

Tuguldur Batsukh

Batsuren Byambasuren

Mei Li Chen

Muhathade S. Choudhury

Mitchell Debrah

Nahom Tsegay Goitom

Jose Omar Hernandez

Esther Jeong

Nawal Kassim

Colin Luersen

Sayed Mahfood

Mohammad Tamjid Rashid

Ahmad Seyar Rassoly

Evan M. Simmons

Hanna Sindiukova

Harjot Singh

Phuongthu Tonnguyen

Tingli Wang

Nicholas Lee Whims

Muhammad A. Yar

2022-2023 GRADUATES
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MASTER’S DEGREE

CYBERSECURITY STRATEGY AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

Fatme Atie

Vissal Awan

Alexander Boyarskiy

Jennifer Marie Burgess

Jason P. Butler

Leslie E. Calderon

John A. Chapman*

Alondra Espinal Collado

Patrick R. Finnegan

Daniel B. Glass

Tyler Honeycutt

Trace Horger*

Ahmed Humadi

Michael Lavelle

Jason Lemonds

Jacques Leroy* 

Waad Mohamed

Fernando Motta

Katheryn Nolen-Harrison

Osazee C. Odigie

Michael O. Ojo Abiona

Daniel Joseph Page

Jimmy Pan

Mia B. Pittman

John Kelly Quilantang

Marlyn Rodriguez

Benjamin A. Rosner

Lavontay R. Santos

Shakeeb Saher Shakeeb

Robert Forsythe Sumner

Felix A. Venegas

Zayarie L. Villafane

Ivy Lynn West*

HOMELAND SECURITY

Kyle Willys Amsberry

Michael Anthony Archuleta

Jonathan C. Bell

Divante L. Brown

Adnil Carrero-Ruiz*

Brittany E. Chiang

Journalia LaDawn Clowers

Christopher J. Coleman

Justin A. Conahan

Tyler D. Desue

Mary Allison Escobedo

Samuel Louis Goldsmith

Oscar W. Gonzalez

Wesley Huang

Michael Karkoski

Eric J. Kawecki

Joshua James Knaus

Aleksandr Kurtov

Christopher Leonidas*

Jon R. Lyons

Elsie H. Macauley-Coker

Deborah R. Margolies-
Delarosa

Jaclyn McGill

Cameron A. Munoz

Wade Norman Mutchler

William O’Neil, Jr.

Sasha I. Otero

Brandon Charles Patrick

Alexander R. Ritter

Robert Daniel Santopietro

Melanie Beth Savage

Benjamin Shemony

Liam Turner

Ifeanyi I. Uloma II

Johnathan Webb

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Maureen Jerica R. Acero

Williams Anaab

Anh K. Ban

Melissa A. Bateman

Richard L. Bowman

Bonny J. Bradway

John T. Brasher

Glenn E. Bridwell, III

Andrew J. Carrillo

Gustavo A. Caruso, Jr.

Dennis M. Cherry, Jr.

Lyndsey Catherine Clos

Benjamin J. Cohen

Dahvi Tikvah Cohen

Megan Coley
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MASTER’S DEGREE  |  LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS (CONTINUED) 

Foster P. Curry

Joshua P. Deese* 

Ramses Delarosa*

Brian R. Dulzo

Christinia A. Dunn

Jack Francis Finnegan

Richard A. Fournier

Kyle E. Frazer

Juan C. Gomez

Sarah Granda

Jacob Daniel Greenblatt

Felix C. Gumbiner

Michael D. Hart

Maeve K. Hawk

Jason Brian Hois

Joshua P. Hollingsworth

Stephanie Hutcheson

Julia Marie Iaquinto

Juven Jacob

Sunity Keck

Joshua M. Knaak

Anna H. Ko

Iris A. Lehner

John Macarthur  
Manchester, Jr.

Avery Sarah Manousos

Matthew R. Marks

David J. Marshall

Justin Martin

Sarah E. Nealen

Mary Blair Overton

Charles D. Panfil

Rebecca M. Perry*

Kirk R. Proctor, Jr.

Christina Renew

Angel D. Reyes Ramos

Abigail M. Robbins

Noah Shai Rothstein*

Helena Luna Russo-Delee

Samuel J. Schiller*

Isaac Seo

Jacob E. Shendell

Peter Jo-Wayne Simmons*

Lester H. Spencer, III

Benjamin A. Stanislawski

Brianna Startzell-Nunez

Mikaela Rose V. Tajo

Matthew N. Topitzer

Quentin Nicholas Turner

Rodney L. Waldrop

Henry Wilson

PARALEGAL STUDIES

Vanessa Bacchas

Lori A. Barringer*

Theresa L. Berg*

Monica Biswas

Mary Alice Bruniany

Gail J. Clark*

Tashina S. Collins

Celina M. Counce

Luca Rei Encarnacion

Hannah Johelle Eslick

Qiana Jenay Felder

Valentina Gonzalez

Pamela J. Gooding

Shantell Eyvette Gutrick

Tracy Michelle Huffman

Merry J. Johnson

Rhonda B. Johnson

Marina V. Kornaukhova

Tenillest A. Lockhart

Peter L. Marra

Ana C. Martinez

Jacob E. Miller*

Jennie B. Miller*

Godwill E. Nkemka

Aline Zam-Vieira O’Clair

Carrie Parks

Jessyca C. Whittekiend

Jihae Woo*

Rebecca E. Woods*

Michael Masato Zoll

2022-2023 GRADUATES
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POLITICAL COMMUNICATION AND STRATEGIC GOVERNANCE 

Luis Aguirre

Jorge Alderete Rodriguez

Sofia Margarita Barahona 
Mena

Maria V. Barboza*

David Guillermo Chavez 
Madison

Alejandro Jose Cortes 
Carrasco*

Manuel A. Cota Cardenas

Mario M. Davalos

Angelica del Valle Mota

Hans Ehmig

Hector Fabre

Flor Flores Tello

Alejandro Gamez Handal

Ernesto Gonzalez-Rodriguez

Jose Gregorio Guerra

Victor M. Guerra 

Manuel Gurria Resendez

Juan Antonio Haro 
Villaescusa

Paola Jimenez Hernandez

Lorena Lopez Lopez

Alexandra Moguel Garibay

Mario Moreno Arcos*

Genesis Oliva Balza

Carlos Olivares

Ariel Orama Lopez

Steven L. Ordonez

Carlos Ortiz

Jorge Parada Garcia

Jaime R. Perello

Ester Perez Cisneros

Diana G. Ramirez Torres

Nelly M. Rivas*

Vianey Romero Duran

Fernanda Salazar

Andrew A. Salcan

Aleix Sanmartin Fernandez

Kiura Santamaria

Daniel Andres Sibaja 
Gonzalez

Amilcar Sola-Algarin

Ernesto Vallejo

Olga A. Zambrano*

Ximena Zuniga Ruiz

POLITICAL MANAGEMENT 

Assadullah Ahmadzai

Kristina Aleksander

Andrew M. Amstutz

Mary S. Anheuser*

Mary P. Argel

Samantha N. Auerbach

Ashlee Hope Baldwin

Chad Alexander Banghart

Allyson J. Baros-Kabler

Alexander James Bastani

Sarah E. Blevins

Kevin Bonilla*

Stephanie D. Booker*

John Steve Bougiamas

Fletcher Braman

Brookklin Marshe’ Brown

Claudia D. Burdisso

Isabel Burgos

Mason R. Burrows

James E. Cavallin, Jr.

Madison Lee Chamas*

Yándary Zavala Chatwin

Austin J. Christoffersen

Chiekezie Onyekwere 
Chukwuka

Thomas J. Cohen*

Nicolaus J. Collins

Shane R. Correale

Peter David Daigle, Jr.

Alissa P. Dailey*

Jessica C. Dance

Vy Dang

Maria D. Dattolo

Contessa D. Davis

Jennifer D. De Aza

Kaelin Shea Delaney

Leidiana Delgado*

Christian A. Dopico

James Duke

Cameron H. Edinburgh

Mariefred Evans

Brandon Ewing

Dorfam Farno

Jason Feng

Joe Gregory Ford, Jr.



12 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2023

MASTER’S DEGREE  |  POLITICAL MANAGEMENT (CONTINUED) 

Nicholas A. Foster

Bradley Wayne Fuller

Amal Garada

Quinn Gasaway

Martin Robert Genter, Jr.

Ashley Nichole Geyer

Arthur Gibford, Jr.

Rachel B. Gideon

Jacob Green

John J. Griffin*

Teresa Guzman Pagan

Elizabeth Ann Harlow*

Jacob H. Harrer

Andrew R. Henthorn

Emma J. Hogan

Heather Paige Hunter*

Zahra Isaacs

Peola K. Johnson, II*

Nicholas O. Key

Taylor C. Kilmer*

Lauren G. King

Kelsey Ann Kober

Gabriella Kubinyi

Sarah Lasky

Emily M. Latimer

Hyun Eun E. Lee

Jordan Levitz

Stephen Thomas  
Lewerenz, Jr.*

Mauricio J. Llodra

Miguel R. Lopez-Vergara

Stephanie R. Manning

Debora J. McCleary

Anna L. McMullen

Rodolfo De Jesus Moncada 
Cremoux

Justin M. Moralez

Keith L. Nagy

Korie Marie O’Kelly 

Nicholas L. Pearlman

Dustin Perchal

Mia A. Quintanilla

Victor Ramos de Carvalho

Erica Rhodes

Dana R. Riley*

Leandro J. Ruiz-Fernandez

Paul H. Samberg*

Adriana Marcela Sandoval 
Castiblanco*

Daniel Sauers

Georgia R. Seagraves

Alexander D. Segal*

Tyus K. Sheppard

Makanakai Simson

Brooke Katherine Starr*

Luis Felipe Suarez Sandoval*

Rauan Tleulin

David Tolley

Danial J. Treichel

Tyler Wadsworth

Zoe M. Valetin*

Riya Elizabeth Vashi*

Gianna E. Vitale

Garrett P. Weinberg

Shelli B. Weisberg

Jackson A. Wellons

Trevor Wilson*

PUBLISHING

Liliann Albelbaisi

Tyana Roneve Anglin

Amber R. Avila*

Danelle E. Blake*

Stephen W. Byrnes

Christine Leanne Cata

Jennifer E.Chiacchiaro

Michelle Carr Clawson

Haley N. Cowans

Lismarie Cuevas

Christina Marie Daniels

Shaley A. Dehner

Christina Jean Donnelly

Keiyana Nicole Ebbs

Ashley M. Elizalde

Jean Ann Entingh*

Brooke M. Freismuth

Hunter R. Garrison Malone*

Kevin Glynn

Heather R. Good*

Isabella R. Greene

Teryn L. Hartline

Tara Holman*

Kimberly A. James*

Kirstie Danielle Kibbe*

Amanda Nicole Koch

Cathryn C. LaJeunesse*

2022-2023 GRADUATES
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Cara Elissa LaVigne*

Brian K. Leonard

Kristen Lewis

Kaitlyn R. Longstaff

Maria Maloney*

Emily G. Martin

Maria D. Martinez

Nicole Virginia McConnell

Kristina M. Miller

Emily Morgan

Madison Neuner

Jordan L. Parrish

Tess R. Pickar*

Lauren J. Ping*

Caitlin I. Quinn

Amanda M. Reser

Kelley A. Robbins*

Michelle Alejandra Sanchez 
Corujo

Lori Sosa

Aralashea S. Thomas*

Courteney M. Tucker*

Elise M. Unterseher

Diana Vazquez*

Elizabeth Anne Von Mann

Jacqueline N. Wetz

Jordan Michaela Zotto*

STRATEGIC PUBLIC RELATIONS

Firuza Abbasova

Anne Buschman

Sherelle T. Carper

Walter Eady

Megan O. Fosha

Elsie Hanken

Kayleigh Raine Heaton

Lara C. Hendrickson

Kristen Mercer Johnson

Andrew Logan Lawrence

Elan Macdonald

Montia Mercer, Jr.

Victoria S. Miller

Phillip James Parker

Sean Scanlon

McKenzie Myles Semrau

Sneha Shankar 

Sarah N. Skwirut

Laura Nicole Smith

Tiana Waters

Marissa A. Works

SUSTAINABLE URBAN PLANNING

Sarah F. Baryluk

Laura A. Boehm

Bianca Q. Boggs

Grace Brassell

Courtney Lebrade Carothers

Robert L. Christopher*

Hiyab Amanuel Haile

Justin Edmund Hartman*

Hailey Kerben*

Kristian R. Maldonado*

Raven S. Nee

Ugonna Njeze

Melissa E. Pennett

Ceriann Lee Price

Antonella L. Salmeron

Helen Solomon

Rebecca Cecelia 
Szymkowicz

Robera Tasissa

Arletta Thirus*

The celebration program is meant to be a guide to the ceremony. Although every effort has been made to ensure 
its accuracy, the program is not an official record of an individual’s degree status. The Office of the Registrar of 
the university maintains the official list of all graduates.



14 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2023

HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES

2023 LAMBDA EPSILON CHI INDUCTEES

Lambda Epsilon Chi (LEX) is a national academic honor society that recognizes paralegal students 
who have demonstrated superior academic performance in an established, qualified program of 
paralegal studies offered at an institution that is an Institutional member in good standing of the 
American Association for Paralegal Education.

Sarah A. Al Medlij

Sarah D. Aloudah 

Jerahmeel Gilbert Aveno 

Teresa L. Berg

Mathew D. Cantagallo 

Rebecca Dayan

Hannah Johelle Eslick 

Valentina Gonzalez Figueroa 

Alison Hall

Merry Johnson

Marina V. Kornaukhova 

Sonya Laughrige

Amy E. Plumlee

Svetlana Polonchuk

Jordan Randolph

Elizabeth L. Sanchez del Castillo Negrete

Jason Van Dyke

Christen Webster

Jessyka Whittekiend

Sarah Wilt

Aline Zam-Vieira O‘Clair

Michael M. Zoll
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2023 PI SIGMA ALPHA INDUCTEES

Pi Sigma Alpha (PSA) is the only national honor society for college and university students of 
political and social sciences in the United States. Its purpose is to recognize and promote high 
academic achievement in the field of political science. It is a member of the Association of College 
Honor Societies (ACHS) and adheres to all the standards set by ACHS for an upper-division, 
specialized honor society. 

Rebecca S. Aduclasse

Kristina Aleksander

Golnaz Alemousavi

Williams Anaab

Mary S. Anheuser

Oliver Bailey

Wesley Baker

Melissa A. Bateman

Stephanie D. Booker

John Bougiamas

Isabel Burgos

Dennis M. Cherry

Thomas J. Cohen

Shane R. Correale

Joshua D. Curry

Jessica C. Dance

Maria D. Dattolo

Contessa D. Davis

Brian R. Dulzo

Christina A. Dunn

Benjamin C. Evans

Nicholas A. Foster

Kyle E. Frazer

Kelly Freter

Suzanne A. Harrison

Emma J. Hogan

Joshua P. Hollingsworth

Heather Paige Hunter

Julia Marie Iaquinto

Zahra Isaacs

Marc B. Johnson

Thomas R. Keefe

Taylor C. Kilmer

Iris A. Lehner

Ashley R. Lokken

Matthew R. Marks

David J. Marshall

Justin Martin

Justin M. Moralez

Alex J. Olson

Joseph Orlando

Dustin Perchal

Rebecca M. Perry

Kirk R. Proctor, Jr.

Mia A. Quintanilla

Angel D. Reyes Ramos

Abigail M. Robbins

Wais Araz Maroof Saleh

Isaac Seo

Luis Felipe Suarez Sandoval

Gianna E. Vitale

David E. Yedlin
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OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT & ALUMNI RELATIONS

Dear Class of 2023,
Congratulations on graduating from The George Washington University 
College of Professional Studies! This is a significant milestone. 

We are honored to be a part of your journey and look forward to seeing the 
many great things you will accomplish.

Today, you become a part of a vast and diverse community of George 
Washington University alumni. With over 11,000 graduates from the 
College of Professional Studies and more than 320,000 alumni worldwide, 
you are now connected to a network of accomplished professionals and 
leaders in various fields.

As alumni, you play a crucial role as ambassadors and supporters of our 
college. We are committed to keeping you informed and engaged with 
regular updates, exclusive event invitations and opportunities to connect 
with current students, faculty and fellow alumni.

By staying involved, you not only benefit from the resources and 
opportunities available to you, but you also contribute to the success of  
our college and its future generations.

Together, we can continue to build our diverse and robust network.

Raise High!

GW Alumni Association
 CPS GSPM

Let’s keep in touch!
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OUR COLLEGE

About the College of Professional Studies
The academic programs of the College of Professional Studies (CPS) are designed with the 
requirements of adult learners and working professionals in mind. CPS offers undergraduate and 
graduate programs that address the competency requirements of adults working in emerging and 
rapidly changing professions. The college’s innovative programs are typically co-developed through 
collaboration among university content specialists and outside partners: government agencies, 
professional associations, consulting organizations, and business and industry leaders. 

About the Graduate School of Political Management
GW’s Graduate School of Political Management (GSPM) is the first and foremost school 
dedicated to the study of applied politics, offering graduate programs in political management, 
legislative affairs, and strategic public relations, as well as international programs in Latin America. 
The school seeks to educate students and professionals in the tools, principles, and values of 
participatory democracy, preparing them for careers as ethical and effective advocates and leaders 
at the international, national, and local levels. The GSPM has a global network of more than 3,000 
alumni, who are leaders and change-makers in politics, government, communications, and public 
affairs. The school connects its students with this impressive network to help them advance and 
succeed in their careers.



S H A R E 
YOUR DAY
#GWCommencement

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
805 21st Street, NW, Suite 301  •  Washington, D.C. 20052 
Phone: 202-994-2083  •   www.cps.gwu.edu 

 @cpsgwu    /cpsgw    gspmgwu    @GSPMgwu    /GSPMgwu
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https://www.cps.gwu.edu
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